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WITH 'BOOKSHELF WEALTH' TRENDING ON SOCIAL MEDIA,
ALEXANDRA GOSS ASKS LEADING INTERIOR DESIGNERS
HOW TO CURATE YOUR COLLECTIONS FOR MAXIMUM IMPACT
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sitting room, study or library — indeed, they can be the
perfect addition to a kirchen, bedroom or hallway, or
cven act as a uschul room divider in an open-plan spacc.
Theyre also che latest and mose sophisticared way to
incorporare collecrions — from vinrage | ouis Vuircon
rrunks o film memeorabilia - into inrerior design,
according o Charu Gandhi, dirccror of Elicyon tefievon,
coiml, “Rarher than crearing dedicared areas o display

these pieces as stand-alone collecrions, our clicnrs

he renowned interier designer Kit kemp is are choosing wo weave these treasures throughout the
a big fan of the humble bookshelf, a picee fabric of their homes ina more personalised and arcful
uf furniture that, she savs, should acver be manncr,” she explains.

PUBLIC DISPLAY \ S ) i | L - . -
OF COLLECTIONS underestimared for its ability to combine Shelves should ok stocked withour being seuffed,

ity with beauty. savs B OFDaonnell, co-founder and creative dircctor

Cpening page: Albion
Hord's Chelsea “Shelves are not just for books!” exclaims Kemp, of Angel O'Donnell engelodonnedl comy. He advocares
Barracks townhouse
layout features elegant
shelving, complete Srudin Wirkentp.onmm, “ The bookshelf is an opportuniry many immaculare spines will look osrenratiously staged”
with a rolling ladder e

rhe founder and crearive direcror of Kit Kemp Design displaying lors of wellrhumbed rexes — “hecause roo

2
z
=

o showease cralt, persenality, art and characwer. But experimenting with the positioning so soms arc

Cleckwise from top i : sl i 5 f < £
left: SHH Interiors crafring the perfece shelfscape 15 an art iniesclt side by side, others on top of cach other, and then adding =
designed this ssrens The concept of " bookshelMDwealth™ has been a major items such as arcwork, objers, plants and family phots. =
reading nock, complete e iy prend Chis vear, with videos explaining how w Mixing items of ditferent sizes, shapes and exiures Z
with window seat and h ; 3 ; ; : =

i N achieve the look clocking up more than 2m views on helps add visual interest and bilance. according wo £
framing bookcase I p =
shelving; a playfully FikTok. Fssentially, it means your bookshelves should Bethany Prince, senior associate at SHH Architecrure =
curated sneaker wall chisplay o curated — but not oo corared - selection & Interiors ok, "Combining glossy and matte &
at Ham Yard Hotel, S An ) . ey e e 3t
courtesy of Kit Kemp of meaningful abjects, from art finishes, natural marcrials like wood or £
Design Studio; designed  ceramics, anrigucs, personal trinkcts, stane with merals, or rough restures with =

by Angel O'Dennell The  hveraaraphs and travel mementocs,
OWO Residences have
shelves lined with
objets dart; this Fulkam  add intrigue ro a room and lend a more
home's display wall, distinguished, lived-in and individual
concelved by Dalrymple
Studio, welcomes
creative arrangements Bookshelves needn't be confined o oa

smonth surfaces will add richness and
variery to vaur display,” she adds. And,

And books, of course. The idea is o
it in doubr, remember thar less is more,

“Diressing shelves is a bir like gerring

TOGRAPTES: RIE

ook o your interiors, dressed and looking ar yourself in the

mirror — it is often a good rip o tahe one £
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CHIC VOLUMES
Clockwisa from top
left: Calourful
backshelves paired
with textural backdrops
are a signature of
Studic Vero; V5P
Interiors gave wedding
venue Hampden House
the library treatment
with antique tomes;
Th2 Dasigns created a
cosy living space in this
family home with a wall
of uncluttered boaks;
designed by Anna von
Schawen and Blorn
Dahlstrom, the Pirs G2
floor-to-wall shelving

is an ideal piece for
open-plan living

or owir things out,” savs Gail Taylor, founder and creative
dirccrorof Th2 Designs (1. 2de
In the finest homes, only hespoke shelving will do ro

ons okl

display collections tor maximum impacr; Amv Dalrymple,
creative dirccror ar Dalrymple Scudiodadrvmpidestadio.
celaek), adeds lighring o shelves ro achicve o cosy feel and
often purs witllpa per behind a hookcase to injecr Colour
and extra detail.

Many designers now mvoid colour-coding books. ='This
is a somewhar conerived acsthetic, which fecls almose
counterintuitive to the idea of a genuine bookshel £ says
Venetia Rudebeck, co-founder and partner at Studio Vero

Latiedio-verncon. Rather, think about an overall palerte

hetore vou stare flling shebves, “1 lihe moogo for a fow hey
colours,” suys Emma Sime-Hildirch, crearive tounder of
Sim Hildieh (simsfiddiecfcomp, = Think ol cach shelf
as an opporcunicy o well a story - mavbe a collection of
shells bought back from a heliday or some
ratean bashers w add exoure.”

Bookshelves are also increasingly doubling
up as bars. Al The OWO Residences, Angel
OTronnell designed shelves o house cockrail
making paraphernalia along with hooks,
sculprures and flowers, while Orralic Stride,
creative dirceror ar Albion Nord (offion
nard.couml, often incorporares a bar serup
somewhere on the lower shelves, * his creares
a funcrional clement 1o the shelving and
works well in studies and spaces designed tor
entertaining,” Seride savs, “Ultimaredy, its

abour srriking a balance berween form and funcrion, and

having fun while doing i
1f vour book collection is on the sparse side, Sims-

Hilditch often buys boxes of vintage books for clicat

schemes from Sunbuory Antigues Market or from

booksbymetre.com. And, it you're looking w start or

PHELAIEISEESNAL
add to an are collection, the new collaboration between
Soho Home and the online arr gallery Rise Are otfers
an exclusive colleerion of carcfully-curared pieces for
purchase in Soho Home showrooms and online riscers,
comesoftofone, “Integracing are ineo bookshelves creates
a dynamic didlogue beoween lierature and visual beaury,”
savs Seatt Phillips, founder of Rise Are

Ultimately, the beauty of a bookshelt is that it can be
alrered over time, when vou acquire a new picce, add a
favourite tome or even simply when vou feel in the mood
o change things up.

“Unlike hanging picrure
can be done so there's nothing bue time to losc if you

on a wall, very lirtle damage

srart over,” says the inrerior designer and anrigques dealer

Max Rollict maxraifive.com), “Dressing - and redressing

a bookcase will always bring me jov, IUs an opportuning
o handle the things you've lovingly collecred and

experiment with how to display them.” I
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